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Members applying this 
year so it goes without 
saying, we need you 
very best work to be 
submitted. The SGFA 
needs to show the art 
world the quality of our 
work, and given the 
high profile of the Mall 
Gallery, there will a lot of 
buyers and visitors from 
galleries all over the UK. 
These galleries will be 
looking to potentially 
showcase your artwork 
at their galleries.

The start of a new year, 

and I am sure you have 

all been looking at 

your diaries at the year 

ahead and the painting 

that you need to do to 

fulfil all your exhibition 

obligations.

Well, I hope at the 
forefront of your mind 
is our Open exhibition 
at the Mall Gallery. 
We fully expect to 
have a high number 
of Members and non-

So please forgive us 
if because of the July 
show, it means a tighter 
deadline, but you know 
what they say about a 
spurt under pressure.

Les Williams, President

PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR BULLETIN SPRING 2020
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AGBI AND FUNDRAISING

As this year’s AGBI 

Steward, I am writing 

to thank all members 

who so generously 

contributed your 

beautiful and unique 

artwork in the format 

of a postcard for the 

‘Secret Postcard Sale’ 

at our recent Annual 

Open Exhibition.

From memory it  had 
been a throw away 
comment from Les 
Williams which 
sparked off the idea, 
and with the added 
enhancement of a 
tailor-made re-usable 
display stand made by 
Graham Heron and the 
careful management by 
our Hon Treasurer Mike 
Clark, the whole project 
blossomed! At the last 
count, we have almost 
reached my ‘imagined’ 
anticipated target, and 
details of this will be 

released at the AGM.

Meanwhile, thanks also 
to those members who 
have already recently 
donated directly to 
this worthy cause. If 
however, you were 
unable to take part in 
the above, and would 
like to help boost the 
funds still further, 
please either let me 
know and I’ll forward 
details to you, or simply 
send a cheque made 
payable to AGBI and 
mail it to me:

Damien Waterhouse 

was elected to the 

Society of Graphic 

Fine Art in 1992.

Born in Lancaster 1955, 
he showed early artistic 
talent and sold his first 
prize-winning painting 
at the age of 12 years. 
After leaving school he 
worked in the design 
studio at Standfast/
Courtaulds, Lancaster, 
preparing artwork for 
engraving purposes 
in the production of 
fabrics.

IN MEMORIAM

Damien began to 
specialise in pen 
and ink drawings of 
notable buildings and 
views around Kirkby 
Lonsdale, a picturesque 
market town in the 
Lake District, and 
Liverpool, which was 
European Capital of 
Culture in 2008. In the 
early 1990s he had two 
solo exhibitions at the 
Liverpool Artists’ Club. 
He also produced a 

series of drawings, with 
watercolour, of the flora 
and fauna of Bequia 
in the Grenadines. 
His sister Rosie has 
set up Basilica-art, to 
sell reproductions of 
the original drawings 
as signed, mounted 
prints, greeting cards, 
postcards and notelets. 
Available for sale 
through the website 
www.basilica-art.co.uk

Jackie Devereux at 47 
West Street, Crowland, 
PE6 0EE.

Thank you again on 
behalf of AGBI.

Jacky Devereux PPSGFA 
Hon. SGFA

Cover Karen Neale Barbican View
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Photos by Harriet Brigdale

A group of Members 
Affiliate Members and 
friends of te SGFA had 
a wonderful and very  
successful drawing 
day at the Victoria and 
Albert museum.

After meeting at 10 am 
we all disappeared in 
different directions. And 
found different objects 
to draw. We met up 
at lunchtime and 
admired each other’s 
work. Some amazing 
drawings.

Felicity Flutter drew 
the wonderful cast of 
Gaston de Foix and 
many others found 
exquisite statues, 
beautiful Chinese 
pots, and treasures 
from all over.  It’s a real 
cornucopia of joy.

Our next drawing day 
will be 18 April at The 
Design Museum.

Thank you to all who 
turned up and enjoyed 
the day.

Harriet Brigdale 

V&A DRAWING DAY 18 JANUARY 2020 UPCOMING DRAWING DAYS 

18 April 2020

DESIGN MUSEUM

224-238 Kensington 
High St, London W8 
6AG

23 May 2020

TATE BRITAIN AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS

Millbank, Westminster, 
London SW1P 4RG

18 July 2020

SOUTH BANK, NEAR 
TATE MODERN AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS

Belvedere Road, 
London SE1 8XX

Meet at 10.30am

Open to members and their guests. 

Please use the booking form on the right hand side of this web page  
www.sgfa.org.uk/drawing-days 

or email Harriet; brigdale@hotmail.com.

^ 
Felicity Flutter 
Cast of Gaston de Foix

ANNUAL OPEN EXHIBITION  
AT MALL GALLERIES 2020

Tuesday 30th June 2020 to 4th July 2020

Entry deadline:  

TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2020 MIDNIGHT
Mall Galleries, The Mall, London SW1

More information including submission instructions 
www.sgfa.org.uk/exhibitions/
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^ 
Margaret Eggleton 
Shard View of St Paul’s
^ 
Rebecca Coleman 
Bethnal Green
> 
Stephen Baker  
Barbican sketch
> 
Ehibitors

< Eric Gaskell 
  The Park - Caldecott
< Felicity Flutter 
  Sentinels of Sea
< Christopher Knox  
  Dunstanburgh, Northumberland
v Chris Forsey
v Dawn Gabrielle Chandler 
  Woodstock

SGFA AT THE BARBICAN LIBRARY 5 – 27 FEBRUARY ANNUAL OPEN EXHIBITION 20 JUNE TO 4 JULY 2020

30 members of SGFA – 

The Drawing Society, 
show original artworks, 
including work inspired 
by a sketching day at 
the Barbican and the 
City of London. Work 
will be for sale.

As we know, each year 
in October the Society 
exhibits more than 200 
works of art selected 
from hundreds of 
submissions from 
around the country. 
Techniques and media 

range from traditional 
to experimental.

Prizes worth more than 
£2,000 are awarded 
for drawings, prints, 
artworks in colour 
and monochrome and 

more, we also raise 
funds for the Artists 
General Benevolent 
Institution (AGBI). 

See submission on our 
website sgfa.org.uk 

Exhibitions.
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MEMBERS’ NEWSA ‘WALKIE-TALKIE’ THROUGH AN EXHIBITION…

During the first leg 
of our Centenary 
Exhibition in 
Birmingham last 
summer, I received a 
request from the RBSA 
(Royal Birmingham 
Society of Artists) to 
offer something special 
by way of an event 
for the Friends of the 
Society. I suggested 
that I could deliver a 
potted history of the 
SGFA and insight into 
the work on show 
for the Friends of the 
RBSA, would be a good 
start. 

The feedback was 
such that it seemed 
a good idea to do 
something similar 
during our recent 
Menier Annual Open for 
our newly formed SGFA 
Affiliates. I was happy 
to welcome a handful 
of our Affiliates to the 
exhibition and over light 

refreshment, was able 
to gauge the relaxed 
mood of the group. I 
had already decided 
to take a closer look at 
a selection of exhibits 
which in a nutshell 
embraced not only 
the variety of media, 
ideas, techniques and 
the importance of 
composition, but the 
obvious joy and skill 
each artist conveys 
through his or her work. 
Welcoming questions 
as we proceeded, it 
became obvious that 
the whole experience 
had been quite an eye-
opener. 

It had been a great 
opportunity for me to 
concentrate in more 
detail on a small 
selection of the over 
200 works on show, and 
the whole experience 
made me realize how 
much pleasure is to be 
gained through slowing 
the clock down for a 
while and actually, just 
‘looking’! We naturally 
miss a lot through the 
desire to see everything 
in one hit, but I did 
feel that each person 
who accompanied me 
on this mini-tour went 
away more determined 
to pay another visit 
with hopefully a slightly 
more ‘informed’ eye. 

(My thanks go to Libby 
Horner and Geraldine 
Jones for their historical 
notes which I used as 
reference)

Jackie Devereux

Lesley Bower  
Lesley will be taking part in an 
exhibition with other SGFA members 
at the Barbican Library from 
February 5-27. One of her pictures 
is a mixed media still life on paper 
composed of found items, painted 
and drawn collage, ink and acrylic.

Sue Relph  
Sue will be exhibiting six drawings 
from Life at The Mall Galleries 
with The Pastel Society February 
4-16 and also demonstrating and 
teaching during their Workshops at 
Heatherley’s School of Art, Chelsea 
on Wednesday April 1 (Life and 
Portrait).

Fred Cuming RA  
Fred’s  90th Birthday Celebration 
Exhibition from the February 9-23 at 
the Stafford Gallery in association 
with Wimbledon Fine Art, 41 Church 
Road, Wimbledon Village, London, 
SW19 5DQ

Contact telephone: 020 8944 
6593 email: judy@staffordgallery.
co.uk  www.staffordgallery.co.uk

“It is a great privilege to host Fred 
Cuming’s 90th Birthday Exhibition 
and we warmly welcome you 
to view new works painted over 
a period of the past two years. 
Enthusiastic followers of Fred’s 
work will still find his trademark 
skies and cloudscapes, his coastal 
scenes and English landscapes, that 
convey his mastery of the ever-
changing moods of colour and light; 
but there is also a sense that his 
work is searching for new ways to 
communicate his vision and ideas. 
In this exhibition, a culmination of 
many years of observation matched 
by an astonishing work ethic, one 
can witness the progression through 
experimentation with abstraction, 
new perspectives and use of colour.

We are also including a selection 
of retrospective works dating back 
to 1953 from his private collection 
to illustrate how his style has 
developed over the years. The 
youngest painter to become a 
Royal Academician in 1974, Fred has 
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devoted his long and successful 
life to painting. His beloved wife 
Audrey supported him throughout 
his journey, particularly during his 
early years as a young struggling 
artist, long before his talent and 
popularity would embed him among 
the highest and most respected of 
British artists. Sadly, Audrey passed 
away in 2018 but her memory 
continues to inspire him every day.

We hope you will join us to view the 
exhibition and celebrate the 90th 
birthday of one of England’s most 
beloved landscape painters.”

Maz Jackson 
Once again, Maz Jackson’s wood 
engraving was selected by 
The Royal Society of Miniature 
Painters, Sculptors and Gravers 
for their annual exhibition at the 
Mall Galleries, November 28 to 
December 8 2019.

Chris Forsey SGFA.  
Chris’s first book is being published 
on April 2 2020. It is being published 
by Batsford and is called Mixed 
Media Landscapes and Seascapes. 
He has seen a pre-publication copy 
and was very pleased with it.

Chris has a solo exhibition coming up 
in April at Dart Gallery. Dartmouth. 
Approximately 35 paintings in acrylic 
and mixed-media. He also has 6 
paintings in the Royal Institute of 
Painters in Watercolours at Mall 
Galleries in April.

Chris is tutoring art courses at 
Dedham hall, Dedham, Suffolk; East 
Devon Art in Sidmouth in March; Old 

Bank Studios, Harwich in April. 

Vincent Matthews SGFA currently 
has a solo exhibition until April 2 with 
The Pure Arts Group at The Small 
Holding, Kilndown, Kent TN17 2SG. A 
collection of ink drawings and some 
watercolours.

Louisa Crispin  
Now in its fourth year, FIFTY 
BEES will be taking place at Black 
Swan Arts (www.blackswanarts.
org.uk) from February 8 to March 
14. Louisa Crispin plans to be at the 
Private View on Friday February 
7, 6-8pm and on the opening day 
(please check before you travel).

The FIFTY BEES project began 
because textile artist, Lydia Needle 
came to realise how very ignorant 
she was about bees, despite her 
lifelong interest in the natural world. 
Her primary focus throughout 
the project is to research and to 
learn as much as possible about 
our bees while sculpting small, 
individual art pieces from wool and 
thread inside a range of wonderful 
vintage containers. For each of the 
FIFTY BEES exhibitions, another 
fifty artists, makers, writers and 
musicians produce one new work in 
response to one of her bee pieces, 
in order to give a fuller illustration of 

the diversity of our bee population, 
how endangered it is and how our 
pollinators are completely interlinked 
with our ecosystem. This year Louisa 
has focused on Lasioglossum 
quadrinotatum, an impressively long 
name for such a tiny bee!

Louisa’s wasps will be making an 
appearance at the Royal Society 
of Artists Open Exhibition at Mall 
Galleries from February 20-29. 
Selected from over 1500 entries, 
FlightPath xxxxii is the result of 
experimentation with crumpling 
paper and smoothing with graphite. 
The PV is on 19 February 11-8pm 
and Louisa plans to be present for at 
least part of the day - contact her if 
you would like an invite.

Lyndsey Smith  
The Roald Dahl Museum is selling 
a lovely tea cloth from a design by 
Lyndsey.

Fr
e

d
 C

u
m

in
g

  
R

A
 M

o
o

n
ri

se
 C

am
b

e
r 

M
az

 J
ac

ks
o

n 
H

e 
w

h
o

 li
st

e
n

s 
W

o
o

d
 e

n
g

ra
vi

n
g

Fr
e

d
 C

u
m

in
g

  
O

ct
o

b
e

r 
S

u
n

se
t 

C
am

b
e

r

C
h

ris
 F

o
rs

e
y 

 
A

cr
o

ss
 t

o
 K

in
g

sw
e

ar
.

L
o

u
is

a 
C

ris
p

in
  

Fl
ig

ht
P

at
h 

xx
xx

ii



www.SGFA.ORG.UKBULLETIN 1/20

12

www.SGFA.ORG.UKBULLETIN 1/20

13

C
la

ire
 S

p
ar

ke
s 

T
h

e 
M

u
nt

e
r 

P
o

t

Marion Wilcocks  
“From time to time I am invited by 
local art groups to give a critique, 
demonstration or workshop for their 
members.  I know that other 
members of the SGFA are also 
involved in this very enjoyable work, 
and in fact I don’t consider myself 
especially experienced or 
professional, but I do get the odd 
repeat so something must be right.

It is really impossible to prepare 
anything for a critique, you just have 
to be on your most sympathetic 
and attentive toes to give max 
possible value to the members 
who have trustfully brought in their 
work for comment or assessment, 
and it is always interesting and full 
of surprises.  Obviously, one does 
prepare for a demo (I don’t have 
stock methods!) and it can be quite 
difficult to keep the attendees 
awake, particularly in a warm and 
stuffy room! I also find it difficult – 
impossible really – to talk and paint 
at the same time, and it is important 

to keep the momentum going.  I 
think I learn more than they do – the 
discipline needed and the questions 
asked are both valuable.

Running an all-day workshop is 
seriously hard work and does require 
stern preparation.  Most clubs have 
an idea of what they want, and most 
practitioners – including me – have 
a pretty realistic idea of their own 
strengths, and try to ease the brief 
in that direction!  What have other 
members found?”

David Brooke 
Past President of the SGFA David 
Brooke has an exhibition of his new 
acrylic paintings titled “Mysterious 
Adventures” on show at the Lyme 
Regis Museum, Dorset, from 
February 1to March 15. www.
lymeregismuseum.co.uk for details.

Will Taylor RBA will be showing 
with the RBA at the Mall Galleries, 

February 20-29.  There is a further 
RBA members’ show at the Linden 
Hall Studio Gallery in Deal, Kent, 
March 10 - 28.  To keep Spring busy, 
there is a Rye Society of Artists 
exhibition at the Rye Art Gallery, East 
Sussex from March 28 to April - 26.  
Will has also just relaunched his 
website www.willtaylorart.co.uk

Sumi Perera  
PrintAustin 2020-International 
Contemporary Survey of Print. Big 
Medium, Austin Texas. January 17 - 
February 15. 

Review: “PrintAustin: The 
Contemporary Print” at Big Medium 
- Arts - The Austin Chronicle. The 
image of Sumi is called ‘2B Or Not 
2B’ The review was written  about 
this work in the USA. https://www.
austinchronicle.com/arts/2020-01-
24/printaustin-the-contemporary-
print/

Out of the Blue. Hatton Gallery, 
Newcastle. January 18 - May 9. 

Ctrl/Shift. New Directions in Textile 
Art. Gallery 20:21. Lincolnshire.  
December 14 to February 29

Time. Highgate Literary & Scientific 
Institution. London. February 7-20  

Royal Watercolour Society 
Competition. Bankside Gallery. 
March 6-18.

Invited Speaker- MULTI MATRIX A 
Printmaking Symposium. Belfast 
Print Workshop in partnership with 
University of Ulster & Seacourt Print 
Workshop. March 13.

Teaching a Masterclass-Artist Books. 
Designer Bookbinders. St Bride 
Bindery. London. April 18 –19.

Great Print Exhibition. Reghed 
Centre, Penrith, Cumbria. December 
5 - March 8. 

London Original Print Fair. Royal 
Academy May 1-3.

Gary Cook  
Gary is showing work at The 
National Memorial Arboretum 
in Staffordshire as part of an 
exhibition by The Arborealists until 
March 29. Gary also has a piece 
selected for the Royal Society of 
British Artists at The Mall Galleries 
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from February 20 - 29. His work 
is one half of an exhibition of tree 
paintings with Emma Jamison that 
will be on show at The Kevis House 
Gallery in Petworth from March 10. 
Gary will be exhibiting with The 
Arborealists again from March 25 
- April 5 as part of the ‘Being with 
Trees’ show at the Bermondsey 
Project Space in London. Mount Art 
has invited Gary to exhibit in their 
‘High Five’ show where he will be 
one of five artists exhibiting work at 

the Whittox Gallery in Frome from 
April 3 - May 10.

Please don’t forget to 

email or write to me 

about any shows and 

exhibitions you are 

participating in. 
Please send information 
for the next Bulletin 
before April 22. 
Information for May, 
June and July 2020. 

Important to remember 
are: No posters, high-
resolution images and 
please write for example 
January 15, not 15th Jan. 
thank you all so much.
Your contributions 
should be short and 
interesting! Also make 
sure to write the 

information out clearly 
in your email. Please no 
posters. If you would 
like to enclose images 
they need to be of high 
resolution and also don’t 
forget to include the 
title. 
Email me; brigdale@

hotmail.com

BULLETIN

Members can send 

their one free image 

for the Website to 

john@jgmdesign.com. 

If you want to take 
advantage of having 
3 extra images on the 
website, contact the 
treasurer. 

Mike Clark  
01883 344493  
Mike will advise your 
payment (£20 for one 
year).

WEBSITE NEWS

SGFA AT THE  
BARBICAN  
LIBRARY

30 members of SGFA - The Drawing Society, 
show original artworks, including work inspired 
by a sketching day at the Barbican and the City 

of London. 
Work will be for sale.

February 5 – 27, 9.30am to 5.30pm daily  
(Late close 7.30pm on Tuesday & Thursday, 

closed Sundays)
Barbican Centre, Silk St, London EC2Y 8DS 

www.sgfa.org.uk
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