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long standing and well 
respected Members; and 
the retirement of others, 
is all part of the day-to-
day running of a Society 
such as ours. Changes 
are inevitable as Council 
evolves with new ideas 
and energy, but we 
continue to work with one 
aim in mind – to maintain 
our high standards and 
promote the Society. 

I endeavour to attend 
as many functions 
as possible as your 
President, and one 
I always enjoy is the 
AGBI AGM held in the 
Reynolds Room in the 
Royal Academy. I was 
also able to steal a few 
moments over a cup 
of tea with Professor 
Ken Howard, one of our 
distinguished Honorary 
Members. Ken spoke 
with great enthusiasm of 

his long association with 
the SGFA, and although 
no longer taking such 
an active part, he said 
how he loves what we 
stand for and always 
looks forward to receiving 
his copy of the Bulletin 
and keeping abreast of 
our varied activities and 
achievements. 

Keep the news coming…
……I am hoping that 
all Members will take 
advantage of being 
published in the proposed 
Centenary Book, details 
of which have been 
circulated, and thank you! 

Jackie Devereux

From the 
President 
This may be late but 
better than never. I wish 
you all a really happy and 
healthy and productive 
New Year! 

I will not repeat all the 
detailed events which 
I have outlined in my 
President’s Report for 
the AGM, but suffice 
to say a hearty thanks 
to all Members who 
organised and took part 
in the exhibitions and 
drawing days throughout 
2017 – it was a busy one! 
The organization and 
promotion of regional 
exhibitions; drawing days; 
sponsorship; election 
of new members and 
promotion of others; 
coping with the sad 
loss of some very 
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‘Inspiration is for 
amateurs — the 
rest of us just 
show up and get 
to work. 
And the belief that things 
will grow out of the activity 
itself and that you will — 
through work — bump 
into other possibilities and 
kick open other doors 
that you would never have 
dreamt of if you were just 
sitting around looking for 
a great “art idea,” said 

Chuck Close and Chuck 
Close was right. But 
what happens when an 
exhibition deadline looms 
and nothing seems to be 
growing and those other 
doors remain un-kicked, 
locked and bolted shut 
and that familiar feeling 
of artistic block when 
no amount of doodling, 
sketching and throwing of 
ink will reveal or inspire an 
avenue worth exploring is 
upon you again? 

I was in the habit of 
sketching apes and I would 
like to say it has something 

to do with Freudian 
concepts of the uncanny 
but to tell the truth I just 
love apes and drawing 
them. I used to spend 
hours in the company of 
the wonderful Howlett’s 
gorillas, ignoring my 
children’s pleas of, ‘Oh why 
can’t we go and see the 
elephants?’ I used to stand 
for ages waiting for Bustah 
the vicious old Port Lympne 
chimpanzee to unload his 
mouthful of rancid pond 
water over unsuspecting 
visitors that stood too 
close. Dian Fossey’s 
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Gorillas in the Mist is one 
of my favourite books, I 
recently discovered Jane 
Goodall’s accounts of 
her time with the Gombe 
chimpanzees and drawing 
these wonderful animals, 
so familiar yet so unfamiliar, 
has recently become my 
default doodling activity as 
replacement for that other 
usually less hairy primate. 
But how to put a different 
spin on the subject? 

Taking my daughter to her 
first day of work experience 
gave me that absolute 
luxury of an excuse to 
wander alone and free 
through London’s galleries 
and it was there in the 
National Gallery staring up 
into the gloom, way above 
a comfortable viewing 
height, I saw once again 
Reynold’s yellowing and 
grizzled old portrait of Lord 
Heathfield of Gibraltar. A 

little connection formed 
in my brain, I have no 
explanation why but 
with a few substitutions, 
namely an expressive old 
chimpanzee head and 
a watch pointing to the 
eleventh hour as reference 
to my current desperation, 
my Heathfield was born 
and with it an unbounded 
enthusiasm for the limitless 
possibilities of this theme.

Kevin Wells

Drawing Days
I really look forward to 
the SGFA drawing days, 
travelling up to London 
from High Wycombe 
on the train, with my 
Sketching materials and 
camera.

On arrival at Marylebone 
station, if possible 
weather permitting, I like 
to walk to the various 
venues, or at least walk 
some of the distance, I 
enjoy walking - it gives 
me the opportunity to 

observe and photograph 
points of interest, and 
there are many in London.

It’s good to meet up with 
other SGFA members, 
starting off with coffee 
and a chat, before going 
our separate ways to 
sketch; we reassemble 
around 1pm for lunch, 
display our morning’s 
work, it’s a great 
opportunity to meet 
and get to know other 
members.

The drawing day in 
November at the British 
Museum was brilliant, 
somewhat overwhelming, 
so many wonderful 
subjects to draw, that you 
can make the mistake 
of wandering around for 
too long forgetting about 
the time, Oh I must start 
sketching!!  I chose to 
draw the marble head of 
a horse circa 350 B C. I 

made myself comfortable 
and began to draw, after 
about 10 minutes or so 
a little lad decided to sit 
next to me, (Q: what are 
you drawing? ) “a horse” 
I replied, I was waiting for 
the obvious reply WHY?, 
his father said “come on 
don’t be a nuisance”, 
but he didn’t budge, “I 
like drawing, I can draw 
horses”, was the belated 
reply. I thought wait for it, 
he’s going to ask to use 
my pencils and paper, 
demonstration coming up 
on how to draw a horse.

His family, who 
proceeded to tell me 
where they lived, and that 
they were on holiday, now 
joined me as well. 

 All part of the drawing 
day experience, Oh! Time 
for lunch, time just flies 
when you’re drawing.

Graham Heron
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The next drawing day will be at  
V&A Museum of Childhood  

Cambridge Heath Road  
London E2 9PA. 

We will meet between 10.00am to 
10.30am at the museum café.

All members and guests welcome.  
To book please visit  

www.sgfa.org.uk/drawing-days  
or email 

harriet.brigdale@sgfa.org.uk

Drawing Day February 24th
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Sally Wilson has been 
awarded 2nd Place for 
the prestigious Hand & 
Lock Embroidery Prize for 
the second year running. 
Last year, she was overall 
winner of the Textile Art 
Open Category. The com-
petition strives to highlight 
the exquisite craftsman-
ship and skill that goes 
into this intricate craft and 
bring together the whole 
embroidery community to 
celebrate.

The Prize receives thou-
sands of entries from 
fashion students and 
talented embroiderers 
from all over the world. A 
significant and important 
part of the London fash-
ion calendar, the annual 
prize-giving event at the 
Bishopsgate Institute now 
draws industry profes-
sionals, designers and in-
fluencers keen to see the 
latest embroidery talent.

As Hand & Lock cel-
ebrates 250 years of 
embroidery heritage and 
tradition, entrants were 
invited to explore the 
theme of ‘celebration’ in 
this year’s brief.

The large-scale piece 
Sally produced called ‘An-
imaux de Fete’, celebrates 
the exuberance of nature. 
As with most celebra-
tions, the piece begins 
with the pop of a cham-
pagne cork and plume 
of champagne exploding 

upwards to form the tree 
of life. Nestled in its midst 
are a bird, a bee collect-
ing nectar from the trees 
blossom, a worm feasting 
on the trees fruit whilst an 
animal’s skull lays hidden 
in the tree’s deep tangled 
roots.

As the champagne reach-
es its greatest breadth 
a beautifully tiered cake 
emerges decorated with 
Royal icing surrounding 
the ‘Animaux de Fete’ 
coat of arms and the 
Hand & Lock insignia. 
The Party Animals burst 

free from the top of the 
cake; a Gadwall duck and 
hamster in partying mood, 
bathed in the glow of the 
candlelight.

The piece is created in a 
large arc to emulate the 
cycle of life, in the same 
manner that the tree of 
life signifies birth, life 
and death. Droplets of 
bejewelled champagne 
drop down towards the 
champagne bottle and a 
small drunken mouse.

Sally selected a multitude 
of colours which were 

Sally Wilson



WWW.SGFA.ORG.UKBULLETIN 1/18

7

Sa
lly

 W
ils

on
 c

el
eb

at
io

n 
de

ta
il

inspired by the glistening 
champagne and materi-
als/elements relating to 
anniversary celebrations; 
paper, cotton, leather, 
linen, silk, wood, wool, 
steel, silk, lace, ivory, 
crystal, silver, pearl, 
coral, gold, emerald, 
diamond, and gold. She 
was inspired by the sculp-
tural and tonal qualities 
of elaborately decorated 
royal-iced tier cakes. The 
main body of the work 
took inspiration from a 
variety of natural textures, 
including microscopic 

sea-life; hence, water-re-
siding forms form the 
body of liquid. 

The sculpture celebrates 
the exuberance of nature: 
incorporating traditional 
techniques with modern 
interpretations/methods. 
The animals provide a 
playful, fun element to the 
piece whilst in contrast, 
the elaborately decorat-
ed cake and ‘tree of life’ 
explores the complexity of 
life, tradition and heritage. 

The piece has taken ap-
proximately seven months 

so far, with over 10,000m 
of machine thread, ap-
proximately 50m of mixed 
fibre shavings and em-
bellished with over 300g 
of beads and vintage 
findings.

“Sally Wilson 
SGFA - Art and 

Recovery  
(from a TBI)”

Sally is our speaker 
at the upcoming AGM 

at the Conway Hall, 
London

An informal animated 
presentation into how 

a traumatic brain injury 
and badly broken wrist 
dictated how Sally now 
explores and develops 
concepts into unique 

3D final artworks.

Winner of the 
prestigious “Hand 

& Lock” Award 
in 2016, Sally will 

explain her chosen 
creative methods 

and processes from 
sketchbook to finished 

work.

AGM 2018 is on  
10th February,  

from 13.00 

Brockway Room, 
Conway Hall,  

25 Red Lion Square, 
London WC1R 4RL
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Exhibition at the Westacre Theatre
Centrally located, West 
Acre is easily accessible to 
most communities in West 
Norfolk. But tucked away 
in peace and solitude, it is 
one of the county’s best-
kept secrets. 

Westacre Theatre has 
always been, however, far 
more than just a stage. 
From enquiries about 
mounting art exhibitions 
from Les Williams and his 
friends soon after our 2013 
extension, we launched 
the rolling programme of 
back-to-back exhibitions, 
which still continue 
uninterrupted today. 
Now, we are constantly 
looking to marry together 
the Art forms to allow our 
audiences a fuller artistic 
engagement.

It is safe to say that this 
marriage of theatre and 
plastic artworks was 
harmonious. An exhibition 
at the Theatre like SGFA’s 
allows art lovers in West 

Norfolk to view and 
appreciate a selection of 
beautifully created art over 
a glass of wine; certainly 
an easier proposition than 
travelling to the Menier! 

By exhibiting the SGFA’s 
large variety of mediums, 
textures and colours, there 
literally was something for 
everyone; visitors actively 
engaged with the pieces 
to discuss them. And, after 
all, what more could we 
ask than people talking 
about the Art we make?

It has been a real privilege 
to host the SGFA at 
Westacre Theatre across 
our Autumn Season 2017. 

Thank you to Ivan Ball for 
his arrangement of the 
exhibition, to Les Williams 
for his continued support 
and to all the artists for 
presenting such inspiring 
and eye-catching pieces. 
Thank you also to those 
Members who played 
a part in transporting to 

Norfolk because truly 
the exercise was well 
worthwhile. 

Ivan Ball and Ross 
Chandler, Westacre 

Theatre
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Bulletin 

Russell Coates Art Gallery, Bournmemth
We had heard vaguely about an 
interesting house and art gallery worth 
visiting when in 
Dorset so decided 
to explore this venue 
further whilst in the 
area. What a fabulous 
place! 

We had no idea the 
wonderful Grade 
2 listed building 
contained so much 
art and artefacts 
of important and 
interesting Pre-
Raphaelite and later 
Victorian artists 
collected over the 
years by devoted 
couple and intrepid 
world travellers, 
Merton and Annie 
Russell-Cotes. 

After initially availing 
ourselves of a free conducted tour 
by very knowledgeable guide Judith, 
immediately imparting salient information 

and whetting our appetite for later, we 
explored the galleries in more detail.

Paintings by 19th 
century British artists, 
Jon Brett, William 
Etty, Edwin Long, 
Harold Williamson 
and a particular 
highlight was a 
wonderful iconic 
masterpiece by Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti 
entitled “Venus 
Verticordia” awaiting 
discovery. 

The beautifully laid 
out mature gardens 
too are worthy of 
exploration as are 
the beach/pier views 
from the elevated site. 
Alas, time ran out so 
a return visit must be 
on the list - so much 

to see there and a rival to art galleries 
anywhere. A revelation!

Roger Lewis, PPSGFA
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Please don’t 
forget to email or 
write to me about 
any shows and 
exhibitions you are 
participating in. 

Send information 
for the next Bulletin 
before April 22.  

Information for May, June and July 
please.

Your contributions should be short 
and interesting! 

Also make sure to write the 
information out clearly in your email. 

Please no posters. If you would like 
to enclose images they need to be of 
high resolution and also don’t forget 
to include the title. 

Email me: 

brigdale@hotmail.com or 

harriet.brigdale@sgfa.org.uk
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Ken Howard will have the first 
exhibition with his new gallery, the 
Portland Gallery, 3 Bennett Street, 
London, SW1A 1RP, in March this year. 
The first public day is March 15, when 
Ken will be at the gallery all day 10am-
5pm.

Kaye Hodges New associate Member 
Kaye Hodges was commissioned to 
produce a portrait drawing for the 
outgoing deputy Commandant Sean 
O’Connor OBE, at RAF Cranwell 
College, Sleaford Lincolnshire. “It was 
an honour to portray such an amazing 
man, and a privilege to be there at the 
unveiling”.

Pat Harvey From passionate piety to 
scathing dismissal, art and Christianity 
have not always seen eye to eye. Pat 
Harvey oversees Between Friends, an 
exhibition by the Arts Centre Group 
(www.artscentregroup.org.uk) designed 
to showcase the talents of members 
and guests. Featuring painting, drawing, 
sculpture, video, installation and 
performance art, this will take place 
at St Stephen Walbrook, EC4N 8BN, 
a Wren church in the City of London, 
February 13-16. Open Tues/Thurs/Fri 
10am-4pm; Wed 11am-3pm.

Claire Sparkes ‘The Munter Pot’, oil 
on canvas is one of the selected works 
in the Columbia Threadneedle Prize 
Exhibition at the Mall Galleries from 
January 31 to February 17. 
‘Lunch @ Wagamama’, watercolour 
& gouache, will be on show with the 
other selected works of the Sunday 
Times Watercolour Exhibition, which 
is finishing its UK tour at the Guildford 
House Gallery in Surrey. January 13 to 
March 10.

Members’ News

The society has received the very 
sad news that two Members  

Martin Davidson  
and  

Derek Carter  
have died in the autumn of 2017. 

They were both valued Members of 
the SGFA and wonderful artists and 

will be sorely missed.
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Wendy Winfield is having an exhibition 
of drawings and paintings 1988/2018 
which will run from April14-22. It will be 
open on14, 15, 21,22 from 11am to 6pm 
and Monday/Friday by appointment. 
On both weekend days everyone is 
invited to join me in a glass of wine. 
The address is: 15B Crescent Road, 
Kingston. KT2 7RD. 02085495927

Mike and Kate Greaves In May 2018 
Mike will be holding his second solo 
exhibition at the Barbican Library in 
London.

Currently he is Artist in Residence for 
the Maritime Archaeology Trust, working 
on their Heritage Lottery funded project 
– The Forgotten Wrecks of the First 
World War. He has painted 50 pictures 
to help bring the forgotten stories to life.
In December 2017 Cancer Research UK 
held a Christmas Carol Concert at St 
Stephen Walbrook. Mike was delighted 
that they used his ink and watercolour 
picture of this lovely church for the 
invitations. 

His wife, Kate, has recently published 
her first novel The Little Acrobat on 
Amazon. It is a novel for children aged 
7 – 11 and is set during the First World 
War. The illustrations in the book are 
by our eldest granddaughter. Amazon.
co.uk/Little-Acrobat-Kate-Greaves-
ebook

Max Kerly is taking part in the Talented 
Art Fair, which is being held at the Old 
Truman Brewery, London, March 2-4.  
Tickets are free for 3rd and 4th, private 
view is £7.00 on the 2nd, you can also 
get a ticket through the website though 
at talentedartfair.com
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Gary Cook has a solo exhibition at the 
Shaftesbury Arts Centre in Dorset from 
March 21-27 with woodland paintings 
highlighting the plight of trees in the face 
of ash dieback disease. 

His painting ‘1058: Ashmore Woods’ 
has been pre-selected for the Royal 
Institute of Painters in Water Colour, Mall 
Galleries exhibition.

Lisa Graa Jensen’s image ‘Common 
Pleasures’ is shortlisted for Artists and 

Illustrators magazine Artist of the Year. 
The shortlisted pictures are at the Mall 
Galleries, February 19 until February 23.  

Lisa had also 7 images published this 
month as cards by Dry RedPress.

Venetia Norris Mall Galleries have 
curated an afternoon of artists’ film 
screenings exploring the different 
notions of creative spaces, as part of 
our ‘Mall Galleries.org’ initiative.  

Venetia is delighted to have a film she 
created with Chocolate Films about 
her work inspired by the Flower Market 
shown.

Mall Galleries The Mall, London SW1.  
February 8, Film Screening 2pm – 4pm

Fred Cuming is having a show at the 
Adam Gallery at the end of February - 
beginning of March 2018 - date to be 
confirmed. Contact details are Adam 
Gallery - Tel: 01225 480406   info@
adamgallery.com

The private view will be held in London 
and then the exhibition will travel up to 
their gallery in Bath.
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Eric Gaskell a solo Exhibition of 
printmaking and drawings at Ironbridge 
Fine Arts March 1– May 31.

Chris Forsey Is having a Group 
Exhibition at the Ashdown Gallery, 
Forest Row East Grinstead.Metropolis, 
Big City and the Urban Landscape. 

January 15 - February 3 
Solo Exhibition of mixed media and 
Acrylics on a Riverine and seasonal 
country landscape April 16- May 5 
RI Annual Exhibition at the Mall 
Galleries, London. April 5-21.  Chris will 
also be painting in the Gallery April 11. 
Dedham Hall, Dedham, a 4 day Art 
course doing mixed-media painting.

Sue Lewis-Blake has a set of small 
landscape paintings included in the 
Peak District Artisans exhibition at 
Chatsworth House from January 12 
March 9. Visit peakdistrictartisans.co.uk 
for details.

Anne Carpenter Solo Exhibition in 
Cheddar Library, Somerset, for the 
month of April.
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Jennifer Jokhoo is exhibiting at 
the Fountain Gallery – Greenwich 
Printmakers group show April 2-15, 
26 Bridge Road, Hampton Court, 
East Molesey, Surrey, KT8 9HA 
fountailgallery.co.uk 
RK Burt Gallery, Cutting Edge - SGFA 
Members exhibition April 3-13 2018

Rose Seber is having a solo exhibition 
called ‘Rocky Mountains and Alaskan 
Glaciers’ at Godalming Museum from 
February 20 until March 17.

Andrew and Alasdair 
Mcmorrine are taking part in the 
Colonsay Festival Of Spring in April. 
This annual festival includes a variety of 
activities, nature walks, arts and crafts, 
food, gardening and historical walks all 
held in the lovely Hebridean setting of 

Colonsay and Oransay. Info 
springfest@isleofcolonsay.org.uk.
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Michael Walsh and David 
Webster wishing us a creative 
2018.  

Rise! Rise! Creative spirit,
Break free from Christmas reverie,
New Year jollity and party game.
Take up the tools of genius,
That pen and brush and paper 
make.
Such marks, such works as a 
master makes.
…………

Rise? Rise? What creative spirit?
Break free from that artist’s block,
The bone idleness and fear of 
mistake.
Make up with those tools of genius
That lies mocking him from the floor.
Those marks, those works the 
master makes no more?




